Date:  1/22/12	                      				   	            Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Jonah 3:1-5, 10; I Corinthians 7:29-31 and Mark 1:14-20
Summary:  “What’s Past is Past…or Is It?”

Ok – “that,” whatever that is in your life – that’s past, done, over…It doesn’t have any effect now…or so we like to think.  Yet, every single thing that has happened to us effects each and every “next moments” of our lives even if we’ve consciously forgotten it.
Remember the Jonah story:
· First the prophet says no to God.
· Then gets the sailors to throw him overboard as he is trying to sail away from God’s task.
· Next he gets saved by a whale who tosses Jonah out right at the place God had wanted him in the first place.

Ever happen to you?  I know it has happened to me.  I think I’m so in charge that God can take care of others…Well, I haven’t been swallowed by a physical whale but I have ended up right at the place God wanted me to be in the first place.  We are a accumulation of everything that has happened to us since before we were born.  Because of the way God made us, we can not only benefit from our own life experiences but we can learn from seeing or learning about what happens to others.  The Bible is full of stories from thousands of years ago.

We can learn from Paul in this letter to the Corinthians.  We know that in both the Hebrew and the Christian scriptures that it is how we’re in relationship with our Creator and each other that is essential to living upon the earth.  Each of us lives that according to our own life path.  It is up to us to sort out the eternal qualities of life like love and service from the temporal earthly things that bombard us as we live daily.

We can use the old questions to evaluate by asking ourselves, “If my house burns down or if I find I have one year to live what would I do with my time and talents?”

Actually Jesus came to teach us that God asks us to serve God by loving ourselves and loving others.  Jesus reminds us, his disciples today, that he walks beside us to work to bring about healing and change for the better today.  This is 2012 years after he walked physically upon the earth.  Do we understand Jesus is always leading his disciples into the world?  Are we one of the disciples at his side?  Trusting and remembering he is at our side?  He will continue to walk with his disciples for eternity.

May you make life-enhancing choices in your very holy moments upon the earth.  AMEN.
