Date:  1/30/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Psalm 15, Micah 6:8, Matthew 5:1-12
Summary:  “Now, This Is Courage”
I have heard this story from many sources; this version is found on page 39 of the January 2011 issue of Homiletics.

A Special Forces group sets up headquarters in the opening of a forest.  The colonel and his first sergeant set up their tent.  After posting a guard, they fall asleep.  Some hours later, the sergeant wakes his colonel.
	“Colonel, look up at the sky and tell me what you see.”
	The colonel replies, “I see millions of stars.”
	“What does that tell you, sir?” asks the sergeant.
	The colonel ponders for a minutes then replies, “Astronomically speaking, it tells me there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets.  Astrologically, it tells me that Saturn is in Leo.  Timewise, it appears to be approximately a quarter past three.  Theologically, it’s evident the Lord is all powerful, and we are small and insignificant.  Meteorologically, it seems we will have a beautiful day tomorrow.  What does it tell you?”
	The sergeant is silent for a moment and then replies, “Sir, it tells me that someone has stolen our tent.”

This is a funny story, but it makes the point that Education, Philosophy, Religion, Science, even Weather can get in the way and get us so off track that we don’t notice that our tent is gone!!!

The tent that is important to us is the dwelling place of the Lord. This is the tent which is always available for us, if we truly open our minds and hearts to God our Creator.  With faith in God, we will always have the energy to live a life that blesses us and others, AND that takes courage!!!

AMEN. 
