Date:  10/16/11	                      				   	            Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: I Thessalonians 1:1-10, Exodus 33:12-23, and Matthew 22:15-22
Summary:  “W-O-W”
In Exodus we learn about how God never ceases to amaze us.
In Matthew Jesus never ceases to amaze us.
In Paul’s letter to Thessalonica, we are amazed at how the Holy Spirit works through ordinary church members to do great things.  

In the movie and soundtrack of “Fiddler on the Roof” there comes a time when one of the young adults asks the Rabbi a question.  It has great theological and political implication in a country where the Czar was all powerful and was sending soldiers to drive the Jewish community from their homes once again.

The question was “Is there a proper blessing for the Czar?”  The Rabbi paused then answered, “Yes, may God bless and keep the Czar far away from us!”  It was a clever response both theologically and politically in Russia under the all powerful Czar.

In Matthew’s Gospel story, Jesus answers the accusatory question about allegiance to Caesar by being clever politically in turning it back upon his accusers.  As Christians in 2011, to decide what in our lives is secular and what is means to be faithful is essential.  God loves us, supports us, nudges us to love others but allows us free will to decide.

“What do you plan to be?” was the question asked by Dr. Mary Macleod Bethune of Leontine Kelly when she was a five year old.  She couldn’t answer the question at five, but it started her thinking.  She remembered it when she became the second woman and first black woman to be elected Bishop of a major denomination in the USA in 1984.  It is a good question for all of us to ask ourselves at any point in our lives.	       -Homiletics, Oct. 2011, p. 62

Moses and Jesus taught us that our God is an awesome, loving Creator
· beyond our comprehension,
· worth our honor,
· ever present with us,
· worth our work in God’s name.

A God who demands that we rejoice, be thankful in all things at all times, love God, ourselves and one another and that we are to live life to the fullness of all we’ve been given in all times good or tough.

And the only response one can make is “W-O-W!”  AMEN.
