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Lectionary Scripture: Joshua 3:7-17 and Matthew 23:1-12
Summary:  “Weak Tea and ‘Umble Pie for Everyone”
In the story in Joshua, God appoints yet another human person as a leader to demonstrate God’s saving divine power in tough situations with miraculous solutions.  Today, do we trust God enough to step into the waters of life knowing God’s solutions are beyond our wildest imagination?

Despite a rugged start in life, Mahalia Jackson overcame the powers that would have stopped a lesser person.  She lived and practiced her faith.  She worked to change the world to make it a better place for all people.  In addition, she met hatred with wise ways to cope and grow beyond it.  She left not only her landmark music that was truly innovative, she left a majestic faithful life well lived as a humble servant of God her Creator.

When I was a UCC mission Interpreter to India, I learned that drinking weak tea is symbolic of a humble person.  What does the Lord require of us?  Do justice, love kindness and walk humbly upon the earth so when we cross into God’s loving arms, God can say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Amen.
