Date:  2/27/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Matthew 6:24-34 and I Corinthians 4:1-5
Summary:  “Judging Judges” or “Jesus was a Carpenter”
The most important message in Matthew’s gospel for today is not that “possessing wealth and serving God are incompatible, but that serving one’s possessions (wealth, gold, fortune, money, property) cannot coexist with the service of God.” –Interpreters I Vol. Bible Commentary, p. 617

Judging is part of everyday human life.  We judge how far to drive before filling up with gas or what we want to eat for supper.  However, when judging, if we move into mean-spirited or condemnation then we have lost any civility we may possess.  Whether via computer where it is easier to hide or face-to-face to hurt by shock value, unfortunately, both popular today, we are not acting as Jesus taught us or the way God would want.  As 20th century theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “God’s truth judges created things out of love, and Satan’s truth judges them out of envy and hatred.”

It is so human and so easy to fall into behavior that lashes out in fear, anxiety and anger, but Jesus taught us the difference between planning for tomorrow and worrying about tomorrow.  Planning helps us accomplish our daily tasks and worrying accomplishes nothing.

God has, is now, and will sustain all of creation, it is up to serve in love our God who created us.  “So, trust in God, and do something.” – Mary Lyon

AMEN. 
