Date:  2/6/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Psalm 112:1-10, Isaiah 58:1-12, Matthew 5:13-20, and I Corinthians 2:1-16
Summary:  “Can You Hear Me, Now?”
The message today from God, through Jesus and Paul, the prophet Isaiah and the writer of Psalm 112 is:  
disciples must practice (act) what they preach (talk about)
or
as my mom used to say, “actions always speak louder than words”

In order to be truly happy God requires us to always be third.  First we are to love God, then we are to love and serve others, then and only then will we feel truly happy in our earthly lives and forever in God’s realm for eternity.  On a daily basis we each must choose our path.  The worldly wisdom of humans no matter how seemingly profound or the wisdom God’s Spirit bestows no matter how misunderstood are our choices.  One destroys us and the other uplifts not only us but all those around us.

How many of us would have the courage to tell the truth even if it might hurt?
How many of us are so unhappy with ourselves and our lives that we are unwilling to tell the truth even if it destroys everything we hold dear?
How many of us are listening when the simple truths of the gospel grounded in the facts of Jesus’ actions come into our everyday lives?
How many of us are paying attention when God calls to us and tells us the truths of our lives in order to help us be holy and happy?
How many of us choose to listen when God whispers or shouts in our ear, “Can You Hear Me, Now?”

AMEN. 
