Date:  4/24/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Psalm 118:24 and Matthew 28:1-10
Summary:  “Joy Forever Rising”
Easter Sunday
Christ is Risen, Christ is Risen Indeed! is an exclamation of truth in fact and an affirmation to us as modern day disciples that God is in charge…not any other power or entity.

“Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books alone, but in every leaf in springtime.” 										  –Martin Luther

Life is a gift and we each need to unwrap our present!  We need to feed our faith and then our fears will starve.

“Death is strong, but Life is stronger.” 				     –Homiletics, April 2011, p. 67

The hope of eternal life is not that we will continue to exist as frail elderly or eternally frail but that we will experience the fulfillment of every small act of kindness, of every time our courage set our face like flint against ego or racism or selfishness or the resort to violence.  Eternal life is not our reward to wallow in selfish comfort, but to at last experience the reign of God where righteousness and peace kiss, where children’s teeth are not set on edge by the sour grapes their grandparents ate, but where justice prevails, mourning is complete, laughter outdistances tears, and the joy of life and the praise of God our Creator and Redeemer and Sustainer is contagious.  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen indeed!
–Revs. Richard and Jill Edens

Joy is forever rising because Jesus goes before us.  His name Emmanuel means “God With Us” and his special message to us is “I am with you always.”

AMEN.
