Date:  5/1/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: John 20:19-31
Summary:  “What About Jazz Sunday?”
“Just think of the tragedy of teaching children not to doubt!” –Clarence Darrow

“A person’s most valuable trait is a judicious sense of what not to believe.” –Euripides

We must put our whole mind as well as our whole heart into our faith.  Questions are good but they may never be answered but that does not mean we should quit seeking the answers.

Remember Jesus says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

Instead of compartmentalizing our faith we need to seek God with our whole heart and our whole mind.  We see God’s plan before us in all creation and in nature.  God’s plan is for new life and growth to come out of what appears dead.

Each generation is rooted in its beginnings and blossoms into its own.  The seeds need to yield to the plants contained within them.  As Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “The Creation of 1000 forests is in one acorn.”

Oh, what about Jazz Sunday?
“Jazz Sunday” grew out of the low church attendance for the Sunday after Easter at my home church.  Jazz Sunday blossomed into a beautiful, upbeat service with worshipful Dixieland music to praise God.

AMEN.
