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Lectionary Scripture: John 14:15-21
Summary:  “How Many of You Know About Alexander?”
As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of his birth, let us remember that Hubert H. Humphrey said, “It was once said that the moral test of government is how that government treats those who are in the dawn of life, the children; those who are in the twilight of life, the elderly; and those who are in the shadows of life, the sick, the needy and the handicapped.”

Hubert H. Humphrey was talking about moral government, but in today’s scripture message Jesus was speaking to the disciples of his time and us today.  Jesus said it more succinctly in a “mission statement” form of only seven words.  “If you love me, keep my commandments.” 									     – John 14:15

The Ten Commandments of the Hebrew Scriptures are important to follow.  However, in this message to his disciples then and now, Jesus was referring to the New Commandments he taught.

“Love God with your heart, soul, mind and strength and your neighbor as you love yourself.”

It is easy to say, but much harder to accomplish.  But accomplishment is what God asks of us – to love and care for one another every day, not just words but daily actions.  That is even if our day is like Alexander’s in the book “Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day” by Judith Viorst.

We all have days, weeks, sometimes even years like that.  But when we love God we show it by our loving actions.  Therefore, whether we live in Australia or elsewhere, when we show caring for ourselves and others then every day will not be like Alexander’s because God has given us the Holy Spirit to guide and support us.

AMEN.
