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Lectionary Scripture: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 and Matthew 14:22-33
Summary:  “How Is Your Boat Put Together?”
Forgiveness leads to reconciliation.  Forgiveness leads to life for humans.  This doesn’t happen automatically and never has.  Whether it’s the story of Joseph and his brothers in Genesis or current life situations at our work, in our families, in school, with friends or enemies, there is only one way to heal strife, even atrocities period.  The only way is to tell the truth so the offense is named and then release yourself or another from guilt.

To live each day was not simple in Joseph’s or Jesus’ time, and it is not simple today.  Faith is essential and believing in God’s power to take struggle in our lives and turn it into good beyond our wildest dreams makes all the difference.  In our gospel reading Jesus gives a helping hand to Peter to save him.  Instead of the “Walking on Water” story, we need to rename it the “Jesus Boat” story, and “[use] ‘boat’ as a metaphor for the structure and content of our lives.”  We need to ask ourselves questions like, “How have we put this boat of ours together?”							       -Homiletics, Aug. 2011, p. 50

Despite the seaworthiness of our boat we know “having Jesus in the boat is a good thing.”
												     -Ibid.

Jesus says to the frightened Peter and to us as disciples, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:31)

As humans when we doubt our faith we sink into the waters of chaos.  In our prayer lives today perhaps we need to quit telling God how big our storm is AND instead tell our storm how big our GOD is!  AMEN.
