Date:  9/4/11	                      						Rev. JoBeth Marshall
Lectionary Scripture: Psalm 149:1-5, 9b, Matthew 18:15-20 and Romans 13:8-14
Summary:  “O-u-u-c-h!”
We can owe no one anything if we and they give lovingly to each other.  If we make Christ the center of our lives today and conduct ourselves accordingly we will be blessed.

“Love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 18:9) is the essence of our Christian faith and the path all disciples are to follow…no exceptions!...But life today is full of “o-u-u-c-hes” so how are we to conduct ourselves and our churches in 2011?

“Integrity includes but goes beyond honesty.  Honesty is telling the truth – in other words, conforming our words to reality.  Integrity is conforming reality to our words, in other words, keeping promises and fulfilling expectations.  This requires an integrated character, a oneness, primarily with self but also with life.”   					       –S.R. Covey

“We are always better together than we are apart…” 		    –Homiletics, Sept. 2011, p. 12

So whether we live in Croatia, or New York City, or rural North Dakota, each time we experience the “ouches” of life, we can work with one another to find a better way that doesn’t lead to more “ouches” but instead to share healing love.  Our challenge today is to work and walk together in love.  AMEN.
