
called the Celtic model of evangel-

ism. 

Fellowship ð Be open to everyone 

ð invite people into the church 

family. It doesnõt matter if their 

names are on the membership 

roles or if they are baptized. All 

are welcome! 

Ministry & Conversation ð Get to 

know people. Invite them to be 

part of the ministry in your com-

munity. Invite them to take part in 

worshipping God. 

Invitation to Commitment ð As 

people discover their gifts & their 

faith, then invite them to commit 

to being a disciple. 

 

Thatõs another model of evangelism, 

& one that fits me better. I think 

people have a lot of questions about 

what it means to be a Christian 

disciple that they want answered 

before they òsign on the bottom 

line.ó I think thatõs good!  

The question for our Plymouth 

Church community is, òWhat model 

fits us?ó As a small church commu-

nity with a strong heart for learning, 

service, & prayer, I know the an-

swers are there. Christõs Spirit will 

continue to lead us to them. This I 

know. 

more about how we share the Good 

News rather than should we share.  

Most of us have seen methods of 

evangelism that just donõt sit right.  

My personal favorite is the guy who 

hangs out in the natural food sec-

tion of Hornbachers & has twice 

approached me with the line, òIf 

you died tonight, will you go to 

heaven or hell?ó I replied, òI sup-

pose that is up to Jesus, & I am 

willing to trust my Savior with my 

life.ó 

 

My Hornbacherõs friend is using a 

model of Evangelism that is de-

scribed as the Roman Model. 

Presentation ð Choose heaven 

or hell now. 

Decision ð If the subject chooses 

heaven, invite them to become 

Christian. 

Assimilation ð Youõre now wel-

come into the church family. 

 

For some people this model works.  

But I think that most people donõt 

want to feel pressured into a deci-

sion. They have questions ð lots of 

them. But before theyõre going to 

listen to you, they first want to know 

what kind of a person you are. A 

long time ago, St. Patrick, when he 

went to Ireland, realized that the 

Irish werenõt going to be pressured 

into church by Roman evangelism. 

So, he did something different ð 

Get ready for a  

Plymouth Church will 

be 125 years old in 

2010. A celebratory 

service & all-church 

dinner are  planned 

for Pentecost Sun-

day, May 23. 

Other events will be 

planned throughout 

the year, so stay 

tuned! 

 

Any thoughts or 

suggestions would 

be welcomed. 

 
-Vi Taylor, Chairperson of 

Anniversary Committee 
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January 5  
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Church Leadership 

Council meetings  

January 12  
Womenõs 

Fellowship Board  

& Womenõs 

Fellowship  

January 17  

Annual  

Congregational Meeting  

January 19  
Mayflower Circle  

January 26  

Margaret  

Sherwood Circle  

Birthday
 

party!
 

We leave judging to God. 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

901 North Broadway 

Fargo, ND 58102 

Phone: 701-235-9226  

E-mail: info@plymouthfargo.org 

www.plymouthfargo.org 

Petraõs office hours: Monday ñ Friday; 9 a.m.ñ 12 p.m. 

We welcome guests any & every Sunday of the year! 

Worship is central to our life together. We seek to experience 

Godõs Spirit every week as we pray, sing, cry, & laugh. 

 

Come as you are! Following the example of our teacher & 

guide Jesus, we welcome you no matter who you are 

or where you are on lifeõs journey. 

We want you to feel comfortable, so relax & be yourself. 

 

Our worship facility is handicap-accessible, but please donõt 

hesitate to ask for additional assistance if you need it. 

A note from Pastor Aaron... 
This past summer, the Plymouth 

Church Leadership decided to do a 

40 Day study of evangelism based 

on Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life 

Evangelism, a book by Martha 

Grace Reese. In the first few lines 

of the book, Martha writes, òThis 

book is about evangelism, the òEó 

word. The E word seems to have 

replaced sex & money as That 

Which Must Not Be Named in our 

mainline churches.ó 

 

And she was correct! This book 

caused quite a stir. Some people 

would not even crack the cover of 

the book because it was about the 

òEó word. Honestly, I was a little 

surprised. I had thought that Mar-

tha was perhaps overstating the 

case. 

 

After all, after his death & resurrec-

tion, Jesus sends the church on a 

mission to òGo & make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father & of the Son & 

of the Holy Spirit, & teaching them 

to obey everything that I have com-

manded you.ó (Matthew 28:19-20) 

The mission to òTell It, tell the Good 

News, tell the Good News about 

Jesus,ó as our children sang in this 

yearõs Christmas Pageant, is how 

we share our faith. Evangelism is 

sharing your faith ð thatõs it. 

 

I think the fuss about evangelism is 



Thursday, Feb. 25 

These events are 

fundraisers for 

Plymouth Church & 

they are fun! Often 

groups go out after-

wards for fun & fel-

We are looking for 

people to help serve 

concessions as a 

crew at the UP Cen-

ter.   

We need groups of 

people to work on: 

lowship. Time com-

mitments vary, but 

each is noted on the 

sign-up sheet on the 

table in the back of 

the sanctuary.   

Sign up today! 

Reading list: 

January 27ñ

Abraham:  A 

Journey to 

the Heart of 

Three Faiths by 

Bruce Feiler 

February 24ñAmerican 

Jezebel:  The Uncom-

mon Life of Anne Hut-

chinson, the Woman 

Who Defied the Puritans 

by Eve LaPlante 

March 31ñThe Lost 

Symbol by Dan 

Brown 

April 28ñAmish 

Grace: How Forgive-

ness Transcended 

Tragedy by Donald 

Kraybill, Steven 

Nolt, & David 

Weaver-Zerchera 

Our 

book club meets at noon 

at The Fargo Coffee Co. 

(1601 University Dr. S in 

Fargo). All are welcome! 

Get the books, read 

them & come to discuss! 

Page 2 

Have fun serving 

concessions while 

raising money to support 

Plymouth Church! 

January News & Events 

The Board of Trustees 

voted at their last meeting 

to have a vote of the con-

gregation at the Annual 

Meeting to have money 

taken out of the Parson-

age Trust Account for the 

next 2 years. This will 

amount to about $1,000 

per month. The current 

amount in this account is 

$19,000. This is needed 

to supplement our income 

as we do raise enough 

money to meet our obliga-

tions, and we have been 

dipping into our savings, 

and are getting low on our 

savings. 

2ðBecky Borg 

4ðDick Maetzold 

8ðMitchell Neiss 

12ðEmily Livingood 

13ðHenrietta Fiechtner 

13ðKacie Nichols 

14ðChris Le 

15ðCynthia Lura 

18ðVictor Leeby 

26ðMatthew Mohr 

29ðWayne Saar 

30ðKen Ruby 

 
*If you are missing from this 

list, please contact the church 

office at 235-9226. 

Attention members:  

Januaryõs book is: Abraham: A Journey to the 

Heart of Three Faiths by Bruce Feiler. 

January 

Birthdays 
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CHAIR: 

Dick & Ilean Maetzold 

 
Rosella Jangula 

Darren & Amy Neiss 

David & Wanda Thorson 

John & Jannine 

Whartnaby 

Susanne Driscoll 

January 

serving 

group 

Are you interested in drumming, playing percussion 

or just hanging out with fun people? 
Plymouth is starting a new Fargo-based, 

choreographed drumming group called Sheltered Reality! 

Based on the professional Sheltered Reality group 

which has dedicated itself to being a youth-

oriented project, the group will have 

youth members use music & education 

as a way to reach out to audiences & mo-

tivate them to advocate for those in need. 

 

To learn more, e-mail info@plymouthfargo.org. 

Attention Youth of Plymouth! 

You can always find the latest calendar on our websiteñwww.plymouthfargo.org. 

If you have anything to add to the calendar, please send it to info@plymouthfargo.org. 

January 2010  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

  

 
  1 

 

2 

3 

 

 

 4 5 

 

6 p.m. TOPS 

6:30 p.m. Trustees 

8 p.m. Church 

Leadership Council 

 6 

 

 

6 p.m. Bible Study 

7 p.m. Bell Choir 

8 p.m. Chancel Choir 

7 

 

8 9 

10  10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

Following worship: 

Spiritual Growth 

meeting 

11 12 

11:30 a.m. Womenõs 

Fellowship Board 

12:30 p.m. Womenõs 

Fellowship 

6 p.m. TOPS 

13 

 

 

6 p.m. Bible Study 

7 p.m. Bell Choir 

8 p.m. Chancel Choir 

14 

9 a.m. Retirees meet 

at Frynõ Pan 

(302 Main Ave. Fargo) 

15 16 

 

17 

 

 

18 19 

9:30 a.m. 

Mayflower Circle 

 

6 p.m. TOPS 

20 

 

6 p.m. Bible Study 

7 p.m. Bell Choir 

8 p.m. Chancel Choir 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

4-7 p.m. 

Serve dinner at 

Churches United 

24 

10:30 a.m.             31 

Worship 

Service       10:30 a.m. 

                        Worship 

                         Service 

25 26 

1 p.m. Margaret 

Sherwood Circle 

 

6 p.m. TOPS 

27 

9 a.m. Community 

Prayer Vigil 

6 p.m. Bible Study 

7 p.m. Bell Choir 

8 p.m. Chancel Choir 

28 29 30 

Community Book Club this month!  

UP CENTER concessions 
teams 

3  10:30 am 

Holy Communion 

Worship Service & 

Sandwich Ministry 

6:30 p.m. Worship 

Service team planning 

17 

10:30 am 

Worship Service & 

Sandwich Ministry; 

Annual Congregational 

Meeting 



Abraham: 

The Real Founding 

Father 
 

Hailed as the founding fa-

ther of three of the worldõs 

five major religions. Over 

half of the worldõs popula-

tion traces their spiritual 

heritage to him. His story 

lays the foundation for the 

entire Bible. And what an 

interesting story his is! His 

faith is inspiring, his life 

story filled with tragedy & 

triumph, & his personal life 

makes Hollywood films look 

tame by comparison. 

 

In this series of sermons, 

Pastor Aaron explores the 

life, character & faith of 

Abraham. You will study the 

world in which Abraham 

lived, the challenges that he 

faced, & the faith that sus-

tained him. You will grow in 

your faith, be inspired, en-

couraged & challenged, & 

learn about one of the most 

important figures in the en-

tire Bible. 

 

 

Sunday, Jan. 3ñ 

òBlessed to Be a Blessingó 

Sunday, Jan. 10ñ 

òAbraham the Warrior & the 

Mysterious Melchizedekó 

Sunday, Jan. 17ñ 

òHere I Am, Lord: 

The Sacrifice of Isaacó 

Sunday, Jan. 24ñ 

òFor Her Sake: 

Sarah, Woman of Courage, 

Beauty & Faith!ó 

Sunday, Jan. 31ñ 

òSodom & Gomorrahó 

Stewardship & Missionñ

Caring for the world is a vital 

part of Christõs church. This 

team works to make Ply-

mouth Church a good stew-

ard of the talents & re-

sources that God has given. 

Building & GroundsñHow we 

care for Godõs temple dem-

onstrates a communityõs 

commitment. This team 

keeps our space functioning 

in ways that honor God. 

We work in teams at Ply-

mouth Church with the goal 

to grow into mature followers 

& servants of Jesus Christ. 

Here are our teams: 

Congregational CareñThis 

team works to care for the 

people in the Plymouth 

Church community. The 

group includes our Called to 

Care ministers, our Parish 

Nurse & more. 

Worship ServiceñWorship is 

the primary activity of Chris-

tians. Our worship services 

are an offering to God & a 

meal of teaching & honoring 

Jesus Christ. This team 

works to prepare the best 

offering we have. 

These teams are open for 

anyone who would like to 

serve. There is a sign-up on 

the table in the back of the 

sanctuary or on our website. 

Upcoming Worship Services at Plymouth Church 

Get InvolvedñMinistry Teams 

Womenõs Fellowship Groups 

Two womenõs circlesñ

Mayflower & Margaret Sher-

woodñmeet each month. 

These circles are open to all 

women of Plymouth Church. 

Quarterly, the circles come 

together for a Womenõs Fel-

lowship lunch. 

TOPS (Taking Off 

Pounds Sensibly) 

On Tuesday evenings, the 

TOPS group comes together 

to encourage & support its 

members in eating & living 

well. 

Bell & Chancel Choirs 

On Wednesday evenings, our 

Bell & Chancel Choirs prac-

tice music to offer in worship 

of God. You are always wel-

come! Come & make music 

to the LORD. 

Plymouth Discipleship Groups 
Tuesday Evening 

Family Dinner Group 

Each Tuesday evening at 

5:30pm, young adults & 

their families are invited to 

come to share dinner & 

some time together at United 

Campus Ministries (1239 

12th Street N ð behind the 

Bison Turf in Fargo). Dinner 

is provided & kids can frolic.  

Come & enjoy the time to-

gether! 
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Discipleship 

Groups are 

vital to 

building 

Christian 

relationships.  

You are 

welcome! 

the table in the back of the 

sanctuary. 

òéMy [former] sponsor is a 

nurse in the United States. 

[She] always encouraged me 

to study. I told her that I had 

joined the nursing course. 

Then she wrote to me & said 

this is a really tough job but I 

still encourage you to study 

regularly, it will be very good 

for youé The sponsorship pro-

vided education, my books, my 

Share your love, prayers & 

support with a boy or girl who 

lives in poverty through Com-

passion International. When 

you sponsor a child, you are 

linked with one particular 

child who will know your 

name, write to you, pray for 

you & treasure the thought 

that you care. All the informa-

tion you need to sponsor a 

child through Compassion 

International can be found on 

school fees, my uniforms, & 

also my pastor & the good fel-

lowship of my friends. 

Now I am working at the hospi-

tal. I am going to the patients & 

giving care to them & knowing 

their problems & helping themé 

I turn the love of Jesus to the 

ones that are affected by dis-

eases. So I really enjoy my job.ó 

-P. Vandhana, graduate from 

India 

Sponsor a child & change a life! 

simple living. Most live in rural 

communities in some of the 

poorest countries in Latin 

America, Africa & Asia. Isolated 

from markets, they are forced 

to accept very low wages. With-

out affordable credit, they be-

come trapped in a cycle of 

debt. Many lack access to ade-

quate housing, healthcare & 

education.  

 

But there is an alternative: Fair 

Trade Coffee. The UCC Coffee 

Project is a bridge between 

these communities & our own. 

By paying a fair price, working 

with democratic cooperatives, 

offering affordable credit & 

supporting sustainable agricul-

ture, the UCC Coffee Project 

helps farmers to build better 

lives for themselves & their 

families. 

You can support this cause by 

purchasing Fair Trade Coffee in 

our Dining Fellowship Hall for 

$6.99/bag.  

Support Farmers ð Buy Fair Trade Coffee 
Around the world, coffee & fel-

lowship come together. A warm 

pot of coffee is often the cen-

terpiece of fellowship & gather-

ings. As one of the most heavily 

traded commodities in the 

world, coffee is a direct link 

between our local community & 

farming communities in Latin 

America, Africa & Asia.  

 

At the same time, the small 

farmers who grow our coffee 

often struggle just to make a 
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Sponsor a 

child for $38/

month through 

Compassion  

International 

Mission Opportunities  

The United Church of 

Christ Coffee Project 

sells certified organic 

products from 

Equal Exchange. 

Thank you from Nokomis 
A big thank-you to all the 

families who gave so gener-

ously to the children at No-

komis. The gifts not only 

made many children happy, 

but also gave a lift to the 

staff knowing people cared 

enough to give to this 

cause. We appreciated it so 

much. 

-Betty Bauder, Nokomis 

Representative 

We will be leasing the 12 

parking spaces on the 

north side of our lot to 

MeritCare for weekday 

employee parking from 

6:30 a.m. to approximately 

5:00 p.m. 

No church parking will be 

Parking lot 

NOTICE 
allowed in these spaces 

during those days & hours. 

We will, however, be able 

to have the spaces for fu-

nerals, etc. 

This is tentatively set to 

become effective January 

1, 2010. 
-The Board of Trustees 


