
as possible.  Other-

wise I am in the di-

rectory, feel free to 

contact me for any 

issues that may 

arise.  As a Called 

to Care Minister for 

Plymouth I feel 

called to be here in 

the meantime.  A 

church should al-

ways be there for 

you to turn to.   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Howard R. Etson 

two fellow UCC pas-

tors in town have 

said they will help 

out as needed.  I 

too will try and help 

wherever I can.  For 

now Iõll try and be 

in the church office 

several hours each 

day of the week for 

anyone who needs 

to speak with 

someone.  We are 

working on figuring 

out how to check 

the phone mes-

sages from outside 

the church so that I 

can help or answer 

questions as soon 
Inside  

this issue:  
News & Events 2 

Christian Mission 

Opportunities 

3-5 

Get Involvedñ 

Ministry  Teams 

6 

Plymouth 

Discipleship Groups 

6 

Upcoming 

Worship Services 

7 

Calendar 7 

Plymouth Congregational Church                               

PO Box 1901                                                               

Fargo, ND 58107 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-profit Org.                

US Postage Paid            

Fargo, ND 

Permit No. 803 

Plymouth Congregational  

United Church of Christ  
We leave judging to God. 

Plymouth Congregational Church 

901 North Broadway 

Fargo, ND 58102 

Phone: 701-235-9226  

E-mail: info@plymouthfargo.org 

www.plymouthfargo.org 

Ameliaõs office hours: Monday ñ Friday; 10 a.m.ñ 1 p.m. 

We welcome guests any & every Sunday of the year! 

Worship is central to our life together. We seek to experience 

Godõs Spirit every week as we pray, sing, cry, & laugh. 

 

Come as you are! Following the example of our teacher & 

guide, Jesus, we welcome you no matter who you are 

or where you are on lifeõs journey. 

We want you to feel comfortable, so relax & be yourself. 

 

Our worship facility is handicap-accessible, but please donõt 

hesitate to ask for additional assistance if you need it. 

A note from Howard Etson 
Although not having 

a message from 

Pastor Aaron in this 

space is unusual, 

we all wish him well 

as he begins his 

new duties in Kan-

sas.  I know our 

search committee 

is working hard to 

find a new pastor, 

may the Holy Spirit 

guide them in their 

work. 

 

Itõs nice to know we 

have Margaret 

Kloster to fill in un-

til we find a new 

pastor.  Also, our 
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6-Andre Trindade 

7-Ian Lura 

7-Bryan Larson 

8-Cody Schmidt 

13-Jim Skaarer 

18-Clara Kiefert 

19-Gordon Kartenson 

25-Allen Johnson 

JUNE 
Birthdays  
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CO-CHAIR: 

Henrietta & Clarence Fiechtner 

CO-CHAIR: 

Connie Laite 

Joel & Kris Cummings 

Tamme & James Fiechtner 

Barbara & Joel Fiechtner 

Julie Laite 

Pam Morgan 

Melissa & Michael Schreiner 

Jodie & Brian Watter 

Heather & Jacob Langei 

Lori & Clay Schenck 

 

JUNE  
serving 
group  

You can always find the latest calendar on our websiteñwww.plymouthfargo.org. 

If you have anything to add to the calendar, please send it to info@plymouthfargo.org. 

June 2010  

26-Tom Thoreson 

29-Jan Thoreson 

30-Sadie Braunberger 

30-Jasmine Fries 

  1 

6:30 pm Board of 

Trustees 
8 pm Church Leader-

ship Council 

2 3 4 5 

6 

10:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion Wor-

ship Service & Sand-

wich Ministry 

 

7 8 

 

9 

 

10 11 12 

 

13 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

14 15 

9 am Mayflower Circle 

16 

 

17 

9 am Retirees meet 

at Fryõn Pan 

18 19 

20 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service & 

Sandwich Ministry 

21 

Deadline for July 

Chronicle 

22 

1 pm Margaret Sher-

wood Circle 

23 

 

24 25 26 

Nichols Wedding 

 
4-7 pm Serve at 

Churches United 

27 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship Service 

28 29 30    

Upcoming Worship Services at Plymouth Church 

During this time of 

transition  following the 

departure of Pastor 

Aaron while we search 

for a new pastor, 

Moderator Margaret 

Kloster and 

Congregational Care 

Team leader Howard 

Etson will be taking 

care of the worship 

services.  Howard will 

also be in the office 

much of the time to be 

on call for any needs 

that arise. 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, June 6ñ

Communion Sunday, 

Howard Etson will lead 

Sunday, June 13ñMargaret 

Kloster will lead 

Sunday, June 20ñHoward 

will lead 

Sunday, June 27ð 

Margaret will lead 

 

 

The job involves being available to couples 

getting married at Plymouth & providing them 

with assistance during their rehearsal & 

ceremony at the church. 

 

Payment is 

$75-100 per 

wedding. 

 

If you are 

interested, 

please 

contact the 

church office. 

Wedding 

coordinators needed 

for July 30-31 & 

August 20-21! 

Want to Request a Hospital Visit? 
One way you can request a hospital 

visit from the pastor or a member of 

the Called to Care Team is by filling out 

a Prayer Request form found in the 

Friendship Pads in each pew.  Also, 

you can go online to our website, 

www.plymouthfargo.org, and fill out a 

Prayer Request there.  We have now 

added a section for you to list a 

surgery coming up.  And as always you 

can call the office at 235-9226 to let 

us know about your upcoming surgery or to request a visit. 

Anyone who wishes to be part of 

the Congregational Care Team 

please sign up in 

the back of the 

sanctuary.  Also if 

you wish to be part 

of the Call to Care 

Team sign up in 

the back of the 

sanctuary, and let 

us know when 

would be a good time for training. 

There could be three or four 

classes of about 2 hours each.  

As soon as we have the number 

and approximate time we will 

schedule the 

classes to be in 

June.  If you have 

any questions, 

please talk to 

Howard Etson, our 

Congregational 

Care Team leader. 

Join our Congregational Care Team 

Thank You! 

 

Thank you to the 125th Anniversary 

Planning Committee for all their hard 

work! 
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Spiritual Growth/Christian Educa-

tionñGrowing as a disciple of 

Jesus Christ is vital to all people 

in the church.  This team works 

to create opportunities for that to 

happen. 

Building & GroundsñHow we 

care for Godõs temple demon-

strates a communityõs commit-

ment. This team keeps our space 

functioning in ways that honor 

God. 

We work in teams at Plymouth 

Church with the goal to 

grow into mature 

followers & servants 

of Jesus Christ. 

Here are our teams: 

Health CabinetñThis team works to 

promote wholeness in the people in 

the Plymouth Church community. 

The group includes our Called to 

Care ministers, our Parish Nurse & 

more. 

Worship ServiceñWorship is the 

primary activity of Christians. Our 

worship services are an offering 

to God & a meal of teaching & 

honoring Jesus Christ. This team 

works to prepare the best offer-

ing we have. 

These teams are open for any-

one who would like to serve. 

There is a sign-up on the table in 

the back of the sanctuary or on 

our website. 

Get InvolvedñMinistry Teams 

pending on the wishes of 

the group, cost is up to 

you.  

Womenõs Fellowship 

Groups 

Two womenõs circlesñ

Mayflower & Margaret 

Sherwoodñmeet each 

month. These circles are 

open to all women of Ply-

mouth Church. Quarterly, 

the circles come together 

for a Womenõs Fellowship 

lunch. 

Bell & Chancel Choirs 

Fall-Spring our Bell & 

Chancel Choirs practice 

music to offer in worship 

of God. You are always 

welcome! Come & make 

music to the LORD. 

Plymouth Discipleship Groups 
Tuesday Evening Dinner 

Each Tuesday evening at 

5:30 p.m. throughout the 

summer young adults & 

students are invited to 

share dinner & some time 

together at United Cam-

pus Ministry (1239 12th 

Street N ð behind the Bi-

son Turf in Fargo). Each 

week will be different de-

Discipleship 

groups are 

vital to 

building 

Christian 

relationships.  

You are 

welcome! 
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the table in the back of the 

sanctuary. 

òéMy [former] sponsor is a 

nurse in the United States. 

[She] always encouraged me 

to study. I told her that I had 

joined the nursing course. 

Then she wrote to me & said 

this is a really tough job but I 

still encourage you to study 

regularly, it will be very good 

for youé The sponsorship pro-

vided education, my books, my 

Share your love, prayers & 

support with a boy or girl who 

lives in poverty through Com-

passion International. When 

you sponsor a child, you are 

linked with one particular 

child who will know your 

name, write to you, pray for 

you & treasure the thought 

that you care. All the informa-

tion you need to sponsor a 

child through Compassion 

International can be found on 

school fees, my uniforms, & 

also my pastor & the good fel-

lowship of my friends. 

Now I am working at the hospi-

tal. I am going to the patients & 

giving care to them & knowing 

their problems & helping themé 

I turn the love of Jesus to the 

ones that are affected by dis-

eases. So I really enjoy my job.ó 

-P. Vandhana, graduate from 

India 

Sponsor a child & change a life! 

Sponsor a 

child for $38/

month through 

Compassion  

International 

Mission Opportunities  

simple living. Most live in rural 

communities in some of the 

poorest countries in Latin 

America, Africa & Asia. Isolated 

from markets, they are forced 

to accept very low wages. With-

out affordable credit, they be-

come trapped in a cycle of 

debt. Many lack access to ade-

quate housing, healthcare & 

education.  

 

But there is an alternative: Fair 

Trade Coffee. The UCC Coffee 

Project is a bridge between 

these communities & our own. 

By paying a fair price, working 

with democratic cooperatives, 

offering affordable credit & 

supporting sustainable agricul-

ture, the UCC Coffee Project 

helps farmers to build better 

lives for themselves & their 

families. 

You can support this cause by 

purchasing Fair Trade Coffee in 

our Dining Fellowship Hall for 

$6.99/bag.  

Support Farmers ð Buy Fair Trade Coffee 
Around the world, coffee & fel-

lowship come together. A warm 

pot of coffee is often the cen-

terpiece of fellowship & gather-

ings. As one of the most heavily 

traded commodities in the 

world, coffee is a direct link 

between our local community & 

farming communities in Latin 

America, Africa & Asia.  

 

At the same time, the small 

farmers who grow our coffee 

often struggle just to make a 

The United Church of 

Christ Coffee Project sells 

certified organic products 

from Equal Exchange. 

 The Christian Education 

Team is planning for next yearõs 

Sunday School program and we have 

several opportunities for members to 

be involved.   To encourage new 

families to join Plymouth, we must 

support youth programing. 

 

There are openings: 

 

for Sunday School Director 

(oversee classes and find 

substitutes) 

 for Sunday School teachers 

(Approx. 14 times each per year. 

Teams take turns every other 

week, no Sunday School on 

school holiday weekends.  The 

curriculum is easy to follow with 

great ideas for games and crafts.) 

on the Christian Education team 

(1 time/month right after church) 

for nursery helpers (1 time/

month) 

 

 The Christian Education 

Team is not only of great importance 

to the youth of the church, we think we 

have more fun than any other team at 

Plymouth.  We organize the Fall Fest, 

youth group, Egg Hunt and more.  The 

Sunday School director, teachers, and 

the nursery staff get to work with the 

most energetic and beautiful 

members of Plymouth, the youth! 

 

 The sooner our team knows 

who will take these positions, the 

better we can plan for next 

year.  Sunday school and 

nursery staff all fill out 

background checks as part of 

our safe church policy.  These 

are given to the pastor/acting 

pastor.  There is no cost to 

you. 

 

Please call or email -     

About Sunday School Director, 

teaching, or Christian Ed. Team: 

Roxane Meidinger 

237-9197 rmeidinger@cableone.net  

 

About nursery: Erika, Courtney, Karen 

Schur  280-0167 

karenmouse30@hotmail.com 

Sunday School Openings 

Whatõs Happening at United Campus Ministry 
Greetings from UCM, 

 School is out for the 

summer and things at UCM have 

slowed down considerably.  We 

ended the year quite well 

though, we had a new student at 

our last worship and we had a 

very successful All-Nighter end 

of the semester party.  At the 

end of May a group of students 

from NDSU and SDSU will be 

going to the United Methodist 

Student Movementõs Student 

Forum, an annual national 

leadership development event 

for college students. 

 We also have all the 

student registration days to look 

forward to.  NDSU has several of 

these and they allow on campus 

services and organizations to set 

up a table in the Memorial Union 

to meet incoming students.  We 

have found this to be great 

outreach. 

 This summer for the first 

time our programming wonõt 

completely shut down.  Enough 

students expressed interest in 

doing something this summer so 

weõll be having a weekly dinner 

for anyone available starting in 

June, each week will be different.  

help by becoming a place where they 

can do service projects.  We have 

formed a partnership with Spirit 

Lake Ministry Center, and we are 

trying to provide three things for 

them over the course of the year:  

backpacks with school supplies, 

Christmas shoeboxes, and fleece 

blankets.  To do this though we need 

to have a stock of supplies so 

groups can come in and fill boxes/

bags or tie blankets.  Here at 

Plymouth we have a basket for 

United Campus Ministry so I 

encourage you to think of this when 

you give. 

Weõll also be keeping the building 

open 10-6 M-F to anyone to use. 

 Otherwise the summer will 

be spent planning for next year.  As 

always weõre excited for the road 

ahead! 

 

God bless, 

Amelia Shoptaugh 

UCM Intern 

 

Supply Drive 

All student organizations/clubs have to 

complete service projects, but itõs hard 

for students to volunteer when they have 

class during the day.  UCM is trying to 



Most of 

us have 

too much 

òstuff.ó 

Birthdays 

& anniver-

saries can 

only add 

to the problem. 

Consider giving a meaning-

ful gift that will allow some-

one to feed themselves. 

You can purchase a goat, 

cow, llama or sheep in 

honor of a loved oneñor 

even just a share of an ani-

mal. 

Your donation will purchase 

a farm animal for someone 

who is living in poverty. 

òI loved my Heifer gift. I 

don't need more chocolate 

or knick-knacks. Knowing 

that a family gets a goat for 

milk, & can be self-

sufficient is a great positive 

thing to bring into the world. 

It's wonderful to know a 

family has been given help 

in my name.ó 

-Eileen in Rochester, New 

York 

Looking for a gift?  Buy a goat.  
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church. These casseroles 

serve two purposes: 1) to pro-

vide a meal for hungry people 

who stop by the church 

throughout the week & 2) to 

provide a meal for people in 

our congregation who have 

recently had a baby or a 

death or are just in need of 

some help. Please call the 

church office to see if casse-

roles are needed or look for 

requests in Sunday bulletins! 

CUH Meal Crew 
On the fourth Saturday of 

each month, our meal crew 

serves the evening meal at 

the Churches United for the 

Homeless Shelter.  Call the 

church office to be part of 

this service crew. 

Casserole 

Ministry                   
Plymouth people make cas-

seroles that are kept at the 

Churches Unitedña mission 

partner in the fight against 

hunger & homelessness 

Almost every day we have 

people come to Christõs 

church looking for help. Our 

collection called òPennies 

from Heavenó provides this 

help for those in need, but 

we also need YOUR sup-

port!  

We invite you to please 

bring your extra coins & put 

them into the jug on the 

table in the back of the 

sanctuary to help with this 

cause. 

Because of òPennies from 

Heaven,ó Plymouth Church 

has been able to help a 

woman afford glasses, a 

person purchase a prescrip-

tion, & many other people 

in getting state identifica-

tion necessary for employ-

ment. 

In hard times such as 

these, giving pennies can 

be an act of grace & a 

huge difference in some-

oneõs life. This is how the 

Kingdom of God grows! 

Give to òPennies from Heavenó 
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Your contribution to 

Pennies from Heaven can 

be the small grace 

someone needs. 

Mission Opportunities Continued... Mission Opportunities Continued... 

Support Plymouth Churchõs Feeding Ministries 
Other needs include: 

ʼ Any & all food (Especially fresh/

frozen meat, produce, dairy, box 

dinners) 

ʼ Seasonal clothing (womenõs 

underwear, childrenõs slippers, 

childrenõs socksñ5T & larger, 

childrenõs underwear, adult and 

youth swimsuits) 

ʼ Household cleaners 

ʼ Shaving cream 

ʼ Diapers (Size 5-6) 

ʼ Antibiotic cream 

ʼ Pull ups 

 ʼ Childrenõs bubble bath & bath 

toys 

ʼ Unscented lotion/hand cream 

ʼ Feminine hygiene products 

ʼ New bike helmets  

 ʼ New full sheet sets 

ʼ Activity passes  

ʼ Counter top appliances 

ʼ Strollers 

ʼ Gently used furniture 

ʼ Batteries (9V, AA) 

ʼ Pot, pan & silverware sets 

 ʼ Small cable ready TVs, con-

verter boxes, DVD players 

Plymouth Church supports the 

YWCA Emergency Shelter with 

needed items for women & children 

requiring safe housing, along with 

advocacy & education, as the look 

for alternative housing. This shelter 

serves hundreds of people each year 

who need shelter from domestic vio-

lence, homelessness, & economic dev-

astation.  

As of mid-April 2010, their most urgent 

needs include: 

ʼ Body wash 

ʼ Deodorant 

ʼ Disinfecting spray/wipes 

ʼ Paper towels & toilet paper 

ʼ Gas & grocery gift cards 

Supplies needed for the YWCA Womenõs Shelter 

The basket for these items is in 

the entryway on the north side 

of the church. Our Womenõs 

Fellowship sponsors this mis-

sion activity. 

There are brochures on the 

table in the back of the 

sanctuary with details on 

how to gift someone 

through Heifer Interna-

tional. You can also go to 

their website at 

www.heifer.org. 

Sandwich Ministry Sun-

days 
On the first & third Sundays 

of each month, we provide 

the midday meal for the fami-

lies at the Churches United 

for the Homeless Shelter. We 

do this by making sand-

wiches following our worship 

service & delivering them to 

the shelter. We also need 

donations to purchase bread, 

lunch meat, peanut butter & 

jelly. 

During these hard eco-

nomic times, there are 

many people needing 

affordable housing.  

Even with the low cost 

of this housing, some 

people get behind on 

Community Homes is a 

ministry of Plymouth 

Church. Community 

homes offers Section 

8 (low-income) housing 

to people in our com-

munity. 

their rent.  There are 

few places for them to 

get help. 

Plymouth Church, in 

cooperation, with our 

partner churches, is 

looking for ways to 

Community Homes News 

stand in the gap for 

those that need it. 

ServicesñRead, do 

arts & crafts, play 

games, etc. 

Donations Volun-

teerñSort, organize 

and put away dona-

tions. 

Food Pantry Volun-

Looking for a place to 

volunteer over the 

summer?  The YWCA 

Cass Clay needs you! 

Examples of Fun & 

Flexible Volunteer Op-

portunities: 

Shelter Childrenõs 

teerñStock 

shelves, assem-

ble boxes and 

hand out food. 

 

For more info go to 

www.ywcacassclay.org 

and click on the 

Volunteers Needed! 


