






Planning Your Wedding at Plymouth Church

PURPOSE:
To provide practical and spiritual guidance to couples preparing for a marital relationship and to perform wedding services.

PROCESS:
1. Call the church office to reserve a date for the marriage ceremony and rehearsal, the custodian, and/or musicians and the pastor.
2. Participate in marriage preparation sessions.  This may be either with the pastor at Plymouth Church or with a third-party approved by the pastor.
3. Meet once or twice with the person that will be conducting your ceremony.  These sessions will focus on designing and finalizing plans for your marriage ceremony.

OTHER ISSUES:
Fees	Minimum $100 Non-refundable Deposit and signed Building Use Contract Needed to Reserve Date (Make payment to Plymouth Church)

ALL OTHER FEES DUE 1 WEEK PRIOR TO WEDDING
Deposit will be credited to the total of all fees.
Weddings not paid in full one week prior to wedding are subject to cancellation.
	Church
	 

	Building fees
	$300.00

	Administrative fees for premarital materials & license recording
	$30.00

	Minimum Deposit
	 -$100.00

	
	

	Total to Plymouth Church
	 

	 
	 

	Pastor
	 

	Wedding with rehearsal
	$175.00

	Lord's Supper/Communion served during ceremony
	$25.00

	Total to
	 

	 
	 

	Total to Wedding Coordinator (                                                         )
	 $100.00

	 
	 

	Total to Custodian (Jim Smith)
	$50.00

	 
	 

	Total to Church Organist (Tom Thoreson)
	$100.00

	Items in italics are optional expenses to have a wedding at Plymouth Church.
	

	
	

	



Please note that receptions at the church are not available.
* Notes on Pastoral Fees
· If you want the pastor to attend the reception and offer a blessing, please let the pastor know during the preparation sessions.
· Special situations arise when ministers other than those at Plymouth Church may officiate a wedding here.  This is acceptable, but must be approved by the pastor at Plymouth Church.
· Weddings not held at Plymouth Church may be arranged with the pastor.
· Separate payment for Pastoral Fees

Bulletins
Many local copy centers have printers and stock paper for wedding bulletins.  Check directly with them for details on this service.

Marriage License
A marriage license must be applied for in person at the office of the Cass County Treasurer, 211 9th Street South in Fargo or other appropriate county office in North Dakota. Applicants do not have to be Cass County residents, however, both parties are required to be present and complete the application. In order to obtain a marriage license, you must be 18 years of age or older. You must provide the following information for both parties: 

- Full names
- Addresses
- Dates of birth
- Counties where each person lives
- Social security card 
- Names the bride and groom want to use after marriage
- If previously married, a certified copy of the divorce decree
- Proper identification (need social security cards and driver's licenses)
- $65.00 (check or cash only) is payable at the time of applying for the license

In the State of North Dakota, there is no waiting period after you apply for the license before the marriage may take place. The license must be used within 60 days and may be used anywhere in North Dakota.

The marriage license must be brought to the rehearsal and signed following the ceremony.

Photographs and Videography
Photographers and guests are requested to retrain from taking flash pictures during the wedding ceremony.  However, a flash picture may be taken during the processional and during the recessional.  Please put this information in your guest program or bulletin.  If pictures are to be taken before and after the service, the wedding coordinator receives $25 additional for extra time.  Videography is allowed from the rear of the sanctuary or from the chancel.


Floral Arrangements and Decorations
Arrangements for floral decorations should be made through the florist of your choice.  Most of the local florists are acquainted with our church and will be able to suggest various decorations for your consideration.  Florists are expected to supply the flower containers.  If flowers are to be attached to the pews or chancel railings, this should be done in such a way as to present any damage to the furnishings.  Also, if an aisle cloth is to be used, it must be obtained from the florist.  Other decorations must not use thumbtacks or anything that would damage the building or the furniture.

Candles
Two candles on the altar are available for use.  Additional candles, including a unity candle, must be provided by the couple.

Bride’s Room
There is a room for the bride and her attendants to dress and wait before the ceremony.  Contact the wedding coordinator at least a week prior to the ceremony to arrange to have the room unlocked and prepared.

Music
Music used in the ceremony should be in keeping with the sacredness and dignity of the wedding service and the church.  It should be music fitting for a Christian service of worship.  Please confirm all music with the pastor during preparation with any questions.  Fees for soloists and/or other special music aside from the optional organ music are private arrangements and should be arranged in advance.

Seating Capacity of the Church
250 with the use of folding chairs (provided by church)
175 in the pews

Parking During Service
Parking is available in the church’s lot, which can fill quickly.  Additional parking is available on the streets around Plymouth Church and in the MeritCare ramp across the street from the church building.

OTHER NOTES:
Rehearsals are approximately one hour in length.  Please plan the rehearsal at a time that all participants can be present, preferably before the rehearsal dinner.

The Wedding Service is usually 30 to 40 minutes in length depending on the amount of music and whether Communion is celebrated.  (Suggestion:  don’t plan overly long time periods between the wedding and the reception.)

The Throwing of Rice, Bird Seed, and/or Confetti is not permitted at the church.  Clean up is very difficult.  Any damages to the property by the wedding party or guests are your responsibility ($100 minimum extra custodial fee.)

Weapons, Smoking and Alcohol are not allowed on the premises.


CONTACT INFORMATION:
Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ
901 North Broadway
Fargo, North Dakota 58102

Phone:  701-235-9226
FAX:  701-235-5368
Email:  info@plymouthfargo.org

If interested in planning a wedding with us please call or email the church with your name, contact information and the best time to reach you.  Your wedding is not officially reserved until you have talked to us and signed a building use contract.
